
ELA 9 
Character Analysis Essay 
 
Trait______________ Example_________ Connection_______ 
 
Think about your overall impressions of your character. What is he/she like? What are 
some of his/her most interesting/meaningful/significant personality traits? Why?  
 
Choose two or three traits that your character exhibits throughout the story and create 
an outline that explains HOW you know these are his/her traits and WHY they are 
significant to the story (how they complicate the action or how they interact with other 
characters). 
 
Complete each section of the following outline: 

I. Introduction (Complete using full sentences)  
A. Attention-Getter (quote, question, anecdote, shocking statement):  
B. Introduce story’s title and author:  
C. Give brief background: What is the story about?  
D. Thesis: In one sentence, state what your character’s traits are and 

how/why they affect the story/themes/other characters.  
II. Trait I (Complete using short answers/words/phrases—NOT full sentences)  

A. What is it? ___________________________________  
B. How do you know? (What do others say about the character? What does 

the character do? Look again at your characterization chart)  
C. How does this trait affect the story? (How does this trait help or hurt the 

character’s relationships with others? Does it help/hurt him personally? 
Does it get him into or out of trouble?)  

D. Why?  
III Trait II  

A. What is it? _____________________________________  
B. How do you know? (What do others say about the character? What does 

the character do? Look again at your characterization chart)  
C. How does this trait affect they story? (How does this trait help or hurt the 

character’s relationships with others? Does it help/hurt him personally? 
Does it get him into or out of trouble?)  

D. Why?  
IV.Trait III  

A. What is it? __________________________________  
B. How do you know? (What do others say about the character? What does 

the character do? Look again at your characterization chart)  
C. How does this trait affect they story? (How does this trait help or hurt the 

character’s relationships with others? Does it help/hurt him personally? 
Does it get him into or out of trouble?)  

D. Why?  
 V. Conclusion 

  Explain why you liked the character.  
 



Character Traits List    

absent-minded  

adventurous  

ambitious  

awkward  

boastful  

bold  

bossy  

brave  

busy  

calm  

carefree  

careless  

caring  

cautious  

changeable  

charming  

cheerful  

clever  

conceited  

confused  

considerate  

contented  

cooperative  

courageous  

cowardly  

creative  

cruel  

curious  

dainty  

daring  

demanding  

dependable  

determined  

disagreeable  

dreamy  

dull  

energetic  

fearful  

fierce  

fighter  

forgetful  

forgiving  

friendly  

fun-loving  

funny  

fussy  

generous  

gentle  

gloomy  

greedy  

gullible  

handsome  

happy  

hard-working  

helpful  

honest  

humble  

humorous  

imaginative  

independent  

intelligent  

inventive  

jolly  

joyful  

kind  

lazy  

leader  

loud  

lovable  

loving  

loyal  

mannerly  

mean  

messy  

mischievous  

nagging  

neat  

obedient  

organized  

outspoken  

patient  

patriotic  

playful  

pleasant  

polite  

proud  

quarrelsome  

quick-tempered  

quiet  

reasonable  

reckless  

relaxed  

resourceful  

respectful  

responsible  

restless  

rude  

sad  

self-centered  

self-confident  

selfish  

sensitive  

sentimental  

serious  

sharp-witted  

shiftless  

shrewd  

shy  

sneaky  

soft-hearted  

spunky  

stern  

stingy  

stubborn  

studious  

successful  

superstitious  

suspicious  

talkative  

thoughtful  

timid  

tough  

trusting  

understanding  

unfriendly  

unkind  

unselfish  

wild  

wise  

witty  

zany 

 


