
 1 

English 11 
The Old Man and the Sea 
By Ernest Hemminway 
 
Character List   

Santiago The novella's central character. A dedicated fisherman who taught 

Manolin everything he knows about fishing, Santiago is now old and poor and 

has gone 84 days without catching anything. 

Manolin A young man from the fishing village who has fished with Santiago since the age of 

five and now cares for the old man. Manolin recently began fishing with another fisherman 

whom his parents consider luckier than Santiago. 

Martin The owner of the Terrace (his name is Spanish for St. Martin), he sends food and 

drink to Santiago through Manolin. 

Rogelio A man of the village who on occasion helps Santiago with the fishing net. 

Perico A man at the bodega (his name is Spanish for St. Peter, an apostle and fisherman) 

who gives Santiago newspapers to read. 

Marlin An eighteen-foot bluish billfish and a catch of legendary proportions. 

Mako A mackerel shark (dentuso in Spanish) that is a voracious and frightening killer 

known for its rows of large, sharp teeth. 

Shovel-nosed sharks The scavenger sharks (galanos in Spanish) that destroy the marlin. 

Pedrico A fisherman in the village who looks after Santiago's skiff and gear and receives the 

marlin's head to use in fish traps. 

Tourists A man and woman at the Terrace who see the marlin's skeleton and, 

misunderstanding a waiter's explanation of what happened, think the skeleton is that of a 

shark. 
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Summary and Analysis  
  
Summary 

For 84 days, the old fisherman Santiago has caught nothing, returning empty-

handed in his skiff to the small Cuban fishing village where he lives. After 40 days 

without a catch, Manolin's father has insisted that Manolin, the young man 

Santiago taught to fish from the age of five, fish in another boat. 

This evening, as every evening, Manolin meets the old man to help carry the 

coiled line, gaff, harpoon, and sail back to his shack. Along the way, Manolin tries 

to cheer Santiago by reminding him of the time, when they were fishing together, 

that the old man went 87 days without a fish and then they caught big fish for 

three weeks. 

On their way home, Manolin buys Santiago a beer at the Terrace. Some of the 

other fishermen make fun of Santiago; others look at him and are sad, speaking 

politely about the current and the depths at which they had fished and what they 

had seen at sea. The fishermen who were successful this day have taken their 

marlin to the fish house or their sharks to the shark factory. Manolin asks if he 

can get sardines for Santiago tomorrow. Santiago at first tells him to go play 

baseball but eventually relents. They reminisce a while, talk of Santiago's plans 

for going out the next day, and then go to Santiago's shack. Because Santiago has 

nothing to eat, Manolin fetches Santiago the dinner that the Terrace owner, 

Martin, sends for free, as he has many times before. As Santiago eats, he and the 

boy talk of baseball, the great Joe DiMaggio, and other topics of mutual interest. 

The next morning, Santiago picks up the boy at his house. They have coffee 

(which is all that Santiago will have all day) at an early morning spot that serves 

fishermen. The boy fetches sardines and fresh bait and helps the old man ease his 

skiff into the water. They wish each other good luck, and the old man rows away. 
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Glossary 

gaff a large, strong hook on a pole, or a barbed spear, used in landing large fish. 

marlin any of several large, slender, deep-sea billfishes. 

Dick Sisler famous baseball player and coach on numerous baseball teams, 

including the Cardinals, the Reds, and the Yankees. 

Joe DiMaggio famous baseball player who played for the Yankees and is widely 

regarded as the best all-around player in baseball history. 

John J. McGraw manager of the Giants from 1902 to 1932. 

Leo Durocher manager of the Brooklyn Dodgers from 1939 to 1946 and 1948. 

Adolpho Luque pitcher for the Reds and Giants and a native of Havana, Cuba. 

Mike Gonzalez catcher for the Cardinals (1916–1918, 1924) and a native of 

Cuba. 

Que va (Spanish) No way. 

oakum loose, stringy hemp fiber gotten by taking apart old ropes and treated 

with tar, used as a caulking material. 

Mosquito Coast region on the Caribbean coast of Honduras and Nicaragua. 

 Canary Islands group of islands in the Atlantic, off northwest Africa, forming a 

region of Spain. 

Virgin of Cobre reference to the statue of Our Lady of La Caridad de Cobre 

(Our Lady of Charity at Cobre), the most venerated in all of Cuba. 
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