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ELA 9
The Outsiders
POEM ASSIGNMENT – Value 25

Directions: There are Two parts to this assignment.  There are also Two 
options for this assignment that you can choose.

Part #1 – The Poem

Option #1: You are to create a metaphorical poem about a major theme in the 
novel. Your poem is to be similar to the style of the poem “Nothing Gold Can 
Stay” by Robert Frost (recited by Ponyboy in The Outsiders). 

Your requirements: 
1. Must be at least 6 lines but no more than 12.
2. Must be related to a certain theme or idea from the novel. This means: 

think about some important events from the story. How did they make 
certain characters feel? Did characters change? For the better? 

3. Under your poem, you must write 2-3 sentences about how this poem 
relates to the novel. Use specific examples from the text to support your 
reasoning.

4. Must have some sort of rhyme scheme (up to you).
5. Rhyme scheme must be listed here: 

___________________________________
6. Remember: this is a metaphorical poem based on THEMES from the 

novel. Check your study guide for some themes in this novel. Do not 
mention any actual characters’ names, events, settings from the book. This
poem should be an allusion to part(s) of the story (allusion: reference 
meant to relate to something without actually mentioning it)

7. Be creative! 

Option #2: Find a short poem from a book or a website that really speaks to you
that is metaphorical and uses analogies. 

Your requirements: 
1. Write down or print the poem and attach it to this assignment. 
2. You will also provide a list of literary devices, definitions for words, along with 
explaining phrases, ideas, and providing a line-by-line translation.
3. Next, write why this poem spoke to you, how you can relate to it, what it means
to you. You must write at least one paragraph.
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Part 2: The Illustration
For both options you must provide an illustration of either the poem that you 
wrote or the poem that you found. You will do it on a separate piece of paper. 
This must have a good amount of effort to get full credit. You can illustrate the 
poem literally, or you can illustrate the theme.

Your assignment must be either Typed or in your Very Best Handwriting. 

Due Date: Thursday, March 1. 

25 points:
 Neatness/organization/spelling/grammar
 Overall meaning
 Creativity/Illustration
 Written explanation
 Typed or very best handwriting, turned in on time 

Parent/Guardian Signature: 

_______________________________________________

Date: 

_______________________________________________


